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li’'nde 2014 yilinda kesfedilen bazilika kalintila-
rinin meveut durumunu belgelemek, plan ve
roldvesini ¢cikartmak amaciyla Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakan-
ligr’nin izni ile Uludag Universitesi’nin adina baskanl-
gimda bir ekip tarafindan sualti arastirmalar basliyor.
Kalintilar ilk olarak 2014 yilinda Subat aymnda hava-
dan fotograflama ¢alismalari esnasinda tarafimizdan kes-
fedilmis ve bu kesif, Amerika Arkeoloji Enstitlisii’niin
yaymlarindan olan “Archaeology” dergisi tarafindan
2014 yilimin en dnemli 10 kesfi arasinda gosterilmisti.
Gal icerisindeki bazilika kalmtilar1 Nikaia’y1 ¢evrele-
yen sur duvarlarimin disinda, kiyidan yaklasik 50 m me-
safe ve 2-3 m derinlikte yer almaktadir. Kalintilarin antik
yerlesimin disinda ve gol kiyisinda yer almasi, bu yapi-

B ursa [li, Iznik Ilesi sirlar igerisinde, Iznik Go-

nin Hiristiyanlik dininin en geng sehitlerinden kabul edi-
len Aziz Neophitos’a ait olmas1 gerektigini diigiindiir-
mektedir. Bilindigi gibi, Aziz Neophitos, Tanr1’nin emri
ile Hiristiyanlik dininin Nikai’da yaymak isterken, o y1l-
larda Hiristiyanligin yasak olmasi nedeniyle Romali as-
kerler tarafindan tutuklanmus, tiirlii iskencelerden sonra
yerlesimin disinda gol kiyisina getirilerek burada sehit
edilmistir.

Daha sonra Hiristiyanligin serbest birakilmasiyla da
sehit edildigi yere kendi adiyla bir kilise insa ettirilmis-
tir. Meveut durum sualtindaki kalintilarin Aziz Neophi-
tos’a ait olabilecegini gostermektedir. Yapinin kime ait
oldugu, ne zaman ve neden kilisenin yikilip, g6liin iceri-
sine gdmiildiigi, yine yapilacak yiizey aragtirmasimin so-
rulart arasinda yer almaktadir.

n underwater archacological survey is being la-
Aunched under the direction of Prof. Dr. Musta-

fa Sahin of Uludag University at the basilica re-
mains which were found in Lake Iznik in 2014 within
the Iznik District of Bursa Province with the permissi-
on of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism to document
current status of the remains, and draw a sketch and a
measured drawing of the site.

The remains were discovered by Mustafa Sahin in Feb-
ruary 2014 during his aerial photography survey and re-
ferred as one of the top 10 discoveries in 2014 in “Arc-
haeology”, a periodical magazine of the Archacologi-
cal Institute of America.

The basilica remains lie approximately in 2 or 3 me-
ters of depth, and 50 m from the shore of the lake out-
side the city walls that surround the ancient city of Ni-

caea. The remains located outside the ancient settlement
and on the lake shore suggest that the building might
have been dedicated to Saint Neophytos, who was one
of the youngest martyrs of Christianity. As already
known, Saint Neophytos wanted to promote Christia-
nity by the commandment of god, but was arrested by
Roman soldiers because Christianity was banned in tho-
se years, and he was subjected to many tortures, and bro-
ught to the lake shore outside the settlement where he
was killed. After the admission of Christianity, a
church was built at the same spot where he was marty-
red. Current information suggests that the underwater
remains might have belonged to the Saint Neophytos
church. Survey questions include to whom the structure
was dedicated, why and when the church was demolished
and submerged under the waters of the lake.
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