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Roma devletinin imparatorluk
olmasinin éniinii agan Actium Deniz
Savagi’nin Octavian'in zaferi ile
bitecegini, Bursali Kahin Gauros ¢ok
énceden tahmin etmisti. Gauros'un
kehanette bulundugu yer; altinda
biiyiik bir arkeolojik deger yatan

ve Bursa’nin inang turizmi gelisimi
agisindan son derece 6nem tasiyan
Keles ilge sinirlarindaki Tazlak
Tepe'ydi.

Tazlak Tepe'yle ilgili bilimsel
¢bziimlemeyi Uludag Universitesi Fen
Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Arkeoloji Bélim
Bagkan Prof. Dr. Mustafa Sahin yapti...

Orijinal adi Olympos olan,
Hiristiyanlik déneminde Kesis

Dagi olarak isimlendirilen Uludag,
insanlik tarihinin en &nemli dini
merkezlerinden birisidir. Bundan
dolayi da dag lizerine cok sayida
tapinak ve manastir seklinde kilise
inga edilmistir. Uludag'da bulunan en
onemli tapinim merkezlerinden birisi
bu yazinin konusunu olusturmaktadir.

S6z konusu kiilt alani Keles'in gliney
batisinda, Akgapinar ile Belenéren
kéyleri arasinda bin 104 metre ile
vadinin en yiiksek noktasi yer alan ve
yerli halk tarafindan Tazlak Tepe ismi
ile adlandinlan mevkiidir. Tepenin
bulundugu yer hem Ryndakos'un
(Kocasu) en hakim noktasidir, hem
de Uludag'in en iyi gériilebildigi
yerdir. Dolaysi ile vadinin her
noktasindan cok rahat bir sekilde
gorilebilmektedir (Resim 1). Bu
konum da buraya 6zel bir anlam
katarak, Keles'in en anlaml kalintisinin
burada olabilecegine isaret
etmektedir.

Glinimiizde tepe tizerinde herhangi
bir mimari kalinti bulunmamaktadir.
Ancak, Tazlak Tepe lizerine gikan
antik yolu tepenin yamaglarinda
tespit ettik. Gliney taraftaki tath bir
egimle ulagilabilen tepenin kuzeyi
dik bir yamactan olusmaktadir.
Giineydeki tatli egim tepenin etrafini
genis bir cember seklinde cevirerek
yiikselmektedir. Bu egim (izerinde
antik yola ait dogemeler kismende
olsa yer yer hala gériilebilmektedir.
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Oracle Gauros from Bursa had foreseen
the fact that the Actium Sea Battle
which paved the way for the State

of Rome to become an emperorship
would end with the victory of Octavian
well in advance. The place where
Gauros prognosticated was the Tazlak
Hill located within the borders of
Keles district with great underlying
archaeological value and of critical
importance in respect to the belief
tourism development of Bursa.

The scientific analysis in regard to Tazlak
Hill was conducted by Prof. Dr. Mustafa
$ahin, the Head of Archaeology
Department from Faculty of Science
and Literature, Uludag University.

Uludag, the original name of which

is Olympos and used to be called

as the Oracle Mountain during the
period of Christianity is one of the
most important religious centres of the
history of humanity. Therefore, many
temples and churches in the form of
monasteries were built on the hill.
One of the most important centres of
worship located in Uludag is covered
as the subject of this article.

The cultic site in question, which is
called as Tazlak Hill by the local people,
is the place located at the southern
west of Keles, the highest point of the
valley with 1,104 m altitude between
Akgapinar and Belenéren villages. The
place where the hill is located is the
most prevalent crest which oversees
Ryndakos (Kocasu), and also the place
where Uludag can be seen in the best
way. Therefore, it can be comfortably
seen from every point of the valley
(Image 1). By adding a special meaning
here, this position also indicates that
the most significant remains of Kalas
can be located here.

There are no architectural remains on
the hill today. However, we identified
the antic pathway which reaches up
to Tazlak Hill on the hillsides. The

hill, which can be accessed through

a gentle slope at the southern side,
consists of a steep slope at the
northern side. The gentle slope at the
south escalates by encompassing the
hill with a large circle. The planking of
the antic pathway can still be seen on
this slope, yet partially.
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KALINTILAR EV YAPIMINDA
KULLANILMIS

Belendérenli Ayhan Cagu, cevre
kéylerde yasayan ciftcilerin arazilerini
kaybetmemek icin yiizeyde

bulunan kalintilarni gizlediklerini,
cogunlukla da kéylerine tasiyarak
kendi binalarinda yapi veya siisleme
malzemesi olarak kullandiklarini ifade
etmektedir. Keles ilce merkezinde
Sgretmen olarak alisan Cagu, firsat
buldukga tepe Gzerinde yaptig
yiiriiyiislerde tesadifen rastladigi
cok sayida yapi veya heykel pargasini
korumak maksadi ile gizledigini de
bize séylemistir. Kiltlir ve Turizm
Bakanhigi'nin izni ile bélgede
yaptigimiz yiizey taramalarinda bize
de eslik eden Sayin Cacu, daha
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THE REMAINS WERE USED TO
BUILT HOUSES

Ayhan Cacu from Belendren states
that the farmers residing at the villages
at the vicinity hide the remains found
on the surface so that they do not

lose their land, and they more often
carry these to their villages to use

as ornamental or building materials.
Working as a teacher at the Keles
District centre, Cagu also told us that
he hid numerous pieces of structure or
statue that he encountered incidentally
while hiking at odd moments on the
hill with the purpose of protection.

Mr. Gagu who accompanied us during
the surface scans we conducted on

the region under the permit issued

by Ministry of Culture and Tourism,
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6nce sakladigi mermer pargalardan
bazilanni bize géstermistir. S6z
konusu pargalar arasinda heykel ve
mimari yapilara ait olan kiiciik mermer
kalintilar dikkat cekmektedir

(Resim 2).

Tepe ylizeyinde yapmis oldugumuz
incelemelerde Roma gagina
tarihlenen seramik parcalarindan
baska hig birsey goriilmemistir. Ancak
bu durum tepenin énemsiz oldugu
anlamina gelmemelidir. Bu arada yeri
gelmisken dénemin Keles Belediye
Bagkani Sayin Mustafa Bektas'a ve
bize mihmandarlik yapan Sayin Ayhan
Cacu'ya tesekkiirii bir borg biliriz.

Tepe bizden énce 1985 yilinda Alman
epigraf Elmar Schwertheim tarafindan
da ziyaret edilmistir. Schwertheim,
tepenin cevresinde veya gevre
kdylerde buldugu yazitlar terciime
etmis ve bunlar toplu bir sekilde

bir kitap olarak yayinlamistir (Resim
3). Schwertheim‘a gére, bu tepeye

ait yazitlar Akgapinar, Belendren,
Haydar, Mentese, Uzundz, Kemaliye
ve Kiranigiklar kéyleri de dahil olmak
tizere genis bir cografyaya yayillmigtir.
Schwertheim, yoredeki kayliilerden
kdylerine naklettikleri bu antik taslarn
Tazlak Tepe’de topragin derinlerinden
cikardiklarini 6grenmistir.

KUGUK BIR TiYATRO-KONSER
ALANI OLMALI...

E. Schwertheim'in terciime ettigi
yazitlarin ilging olanlarindan birisi
kitabinda 46 numara ile gosterdigi
yazittir. Bir arsitrav blogu lizerinde
yer alan yazit Tazlak Tepede
bulunmus olup, Akgapinar Camiinin
girigsinde merdiven basamagi olarak
tekrar kullanilmigtir. Yazitin Slgileri
Yiikseklik: 22 cm, Geniglik: 244 cm
ve Derinlik: 22 cm'dir. MS 2. ylizyila
tarihlenen yazitta, Caesarea kentinin
en yiiksek dereceli memurlarindan
birisi olan lunius Cornelius Lysias'in
Tazlak Tepe'de tanri Zeus igin bir
odeon yaptirtmis oldugundan
bahsetmektedir (Schwertheim, 40vd.
Nr. 46 Lev. 13):

“lyi sanslar; Caesarea kentinin yiiksek
dereceli yéneticisi olan, ayni zamanda

showed us some of the marble pieces
he had previously hidden. Small marble
remains which belong to statues and
architectural structures stand out
among the pieces in question

(Image 2).

Nothing but just pieces of ceramics
dating back to Roman era were seen
during the examinations we conducted
on the hill surface. However, this
should not mean that the hill is of no
importance. At this juncture, we owe
then-Keles Municipality Mayor Mustafa
Bektas and Ayhan Cagu, who guided
us, a debt of gratitude.

The hill was visited by German
epigrapher Elmar Schwertheim before
us in the year of 1985. Schwertheim
translated the epigraphes he found

at the vicinity of the hill or the
neighbouring villages, and collected
them into a published book (Image

3). According to Schwertheim, the
epigraphs belonging to this hill spread
on a wide geography including also
the villages of Akgapinar, Belendren,
Haydar, Mentese, Uzunéz, Kemaliye
and Kiranigiklar. Schwertheim

learned from the villagers in the
neighbourhood that these antic stones
that they carried over to their villages
were disinterred from the depths of
earth on Tazlak Hill.

THERE MUST BE A SMALL AREA
OF THEATRE-AUDITORIUM...

One of the interesting epigraphs
translated by E. Schwertheim is
indicated by the number 46 on his
book. The epigraph which is on an
architrave block was found on Tazlak
Hill, was re-used as a stair step at

the gate of Akgapinar Mosque. The
dimensions of the epigraph are:
Height: 22 cm, Width: 244 cm and
Depth: 22 ecm. The fact that lunius
Cornelius Lysias, one of the highest
degree officials of Caesarea province,
had an odeon built on Tazlak Hill

for god Zeus is mentioned on the
epigraph dating back to 2nd century
A.D. (Schwertheim, 40 et al. No. 46 Lev.
13):

“Good luck; the senior ruler of Caesarea
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memleket bas tanrilannin yagam
boyunca rahibi, Dekaproten ve Censor
lunus Cornalius Lysias tarafindan
odeon yaptiridi ve yapimn icindeki
heykeller diktirildi.”

Bu yazita gére tepe lizerinde bir
odeon yapisi bulunmaktadir. Odeon,
antik kentlerde tiyatrolara benzeyen,
ancak onlara gére ¢ok daha kiigiik
olan ve genellikle konser dinletilerinin
yapildigr yapilara verilen isimdir
(Resim 4). S6z konusu yazita gére bu
yapilardan bir tane de Tazlak Tepe'de
yer almaktadir.

Yazitta dikkat geken bir diger 6zellik
ise bu odeonun Caesareal birisi
tarafindan adanmig olmasidir. Yapmis
oldugumuz aragtirmalarda bu kentin
yerini Tirilye (Eski Zeytinbag) ile
Daskleion a.M. (Eskel) arasinda,
bugiinkii Kapanca Limani'nin
bulundugu noktada tespit ettik (Sahin
vd: 203vd.). Kapanca'da yasayan
Snemli bir yoneticinin Keles'e giderek,
orada bir yap! yaptirmig olmasi,
Tazlak Tepe'nin antik cagda ne kadar
dnemli oldugunu agik bir sekilde
gostermektedir.

Yine yazitlanin analizlerinden Tazlak
Tepe'ye gelen ziyaretgilerinin

gok farkli yerlerden geldikleri

de anlagimaktadir. Mesela,
Akgapinar'da muhtarin evinde cati
destegi olarak kullanilan bir mermer
slitunun tizerindeki yazitta, Aizonai
{Cavdarhisar) kenti vatandaslarindan
Attalos isimli birisinin Tazlak Tepe'de
bulunan tapinag: ziyaret ederek,
tapmak igin bu siitunu adadig
bildirilmektedir (Schwertheim, 7 Nr.
4 Lev. 1). Yuksekligi 138 cm, gapi: 32
cm. olan ve [.S. 2. yiizyila tarihlenen
yazitta su ifadeler var:

“Aizonai vatandagi ve Olgeizeos'da
oturan Attalos oglu Attalos, adagini
yerine getirerek Zeus Kersussos'a
kendi cebinden bir siitun diktirdi.”

Stitun Uizerindeki yazittan ayrica
tapinagin Zeus Kersullos'a adanmig
oldugu da 6grenilmektedir. Normalde
Zeus Kersullos olarak bilinen

tannnin sifat bu siitun tizerinde
Kersussos olarak gegmektedir.

ANSCITY > 2013 AGUSTOS-EVLIL > AUGUST-SEPTEMBER
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province, and also the lifetime clerk

of chief deities of the hometown, an
odeon was built with the command of
Dekaproten and Censor lunus Cornalius
Lysias and statues were erected within
the structure.”

According to this epigraph, there is a
structure of odeon on the hill. Odeon
is the name given to structures that
are similar to theatres in antic cities,
yet much smaller in comparison to
these where the concerts are generally
performed (Image 4).According to the
epigraph in question, one of these
structures is located on Tazlak Hill.

Another feature which stands out on
the epigraph is the fact that this odeon
was dedicated by someone from
Caesarea. In the researches that we
conducted, we determined the location
of this province is at the current place
of Kapanca Harbour, between Tirilye
{Former Zeytinbag) and Daskleion
a.M. (Eskel) (Sahin et al.: 203 et al.).
The fact that an important ruler who
lived in Kapanca went to Keles to have
a structure built over there clearly
indicates how important Tazlak Hill was
atthe antique age.

Also, the fact that the visitors of Tazlak
Hill arrived there from very different
places can be understood from the
analyses of the epigraphs. For instance,
itis reported that someone called
Attalos from the citizens of Aizonai
(Cavdarhisar) province visited the
temple on Tazlak Hill and dedicated
this column for the temple is written on
an epigraph on a marble column used
as a puncheon at the house of mukhtar
in Akgapinar (Schwertheim, 7 No. 4 Lev.
1). The epigraph which dates back to
2nd century A.D. with the height of 138
cm, diameter of 32 cm includes the
following statements:

“Attalos, the son of Attalos, the citizen
of Aizonai residing at Olgeizeos fulfilled
his vow and had a column erected to
Zeus Kersussos on his own dime.”

ltis also learned from the epigraph
on the column that the temple was
dedicated to Zeus Kersullos. The
title of the deity, normally known as
Zeus Kersullos, is stated as Kersussos
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Ayrica, yazittan anlagildi kadan ile
Attalos Aizonai vatandagi olmasina
ragmen Olgeizeos'da oturmaktadir.
Ancak burasinin nerede oldugu
bilinmemektedir.

KEHANET YERI'YLE iLGiLi
ANLATIM...

Bu yazit, bir yandan tapinagin
ziyaretgilerinin Kiitahya'dan da
geldigini, diger yandan da Tazlak
Tepe'deki tapinagin hangi tanriya ait
oldugunu géstermektedir.

Yine terciime edilen yazitlardan tepe
lizerinde tapinak ve odeionun yan ’
sira bir Kehanet Yeri'nin bulundugu
da anlagilmaktadir (Schwertheim,
21vd. Nr. 24 Lev. 7). Tazlak Tepede
bulunmus olan ve Ak¢apinar'da
muhtarinin evinin ahinnda destek
diregi olarak kullantlan heykel kaidesi
Gzerindeki yazitin ilk fotografi 1979
yilinda gekilmigtir. Schwertheim

1980 yrlinda yaptig: ikininci ziyarette,
kaidenin {izerinin tamamen gimento
ile kaplanmig olmasindan dolayi
yazitin ne yazik ki okunamaz hale
geldigini bildirmektedir. Yaztt, alti

ve Ustl profilli mermer kaidenin én
tarafinda yer almaktadir. Yiiksekligi 73
cm, genisligi: 38-42 cm ve derinligi:
34 cm olan kaide, MO 1. ylzyiln
sonlarina tarihlenmektedir. Kehanet
Katibi Gauros'dan bahseden yazitin
terclimesi:

“Tanrilara ve peygamberlere
bagliligim, hizmetlerim ve dualanim
sayesinde, Ben Gauros'a, Caesarin
(Octavian veya Augustus) zaferini
mijdeleme onuru verildi. Baglangigtan
sonuna kadar hediyeleri esirgemeden
sunmaktan gurur duydum.

Asklepiades’in oglu Gauros Toreanos
(Toreal: ?), bu heykeli (olasilikla

Octavian'in heykeli) yine cebinden
harcadigi paralar ile diktirdi.”

Yazitta adi gegen Gauros'un isminin
sadece kuzey bati Anadolu’da yaygin
oldugu bilinmektedir. Yazitta ayrica,
Gauros 'un Torea veya Toria isimli

bir kentin vatandagi oldugundan
bahsedilmektedir. E. Schwertheim’in
kitabinda 1, 3, 4, 6, 13,18, 27, 30,
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on this column. Besides, as far as it
is understood from the epigraph,
Attalos resides at Olgeizeos despite
of being an Aizonai citizen. However,
the whereabouts of this place are
unknown.

STATEMENT REGARDING THE
PLACE OF PROGNOSTICATION...

This scripture indicates both that

the visitors of the temple arrive from
Kiitahya, and to which deity the temple
on Tazlak Hill belongs to.

Itis also understood from the
translated epigraphs that a Place of
Prognostication is located on the hill

in addition to the temple and odeon
(Schwertheim, 21 et al. Nr. 24 Lev.

7). The first photo of the epigraph

on the pedestal found on Tazlak Hill
and used as a stanchion at the barn

of mukhtar's house in Akgapinar was
captured in 1979. On his second visit
in 1980, Schwertheim reported that the
epigraph was unfortunately unreadable
due to the fact that the pedestal was all
covered with cement. The epigraph is
located on the front side of the marble
pedestal with top and bottom profiles.
The pedestal with the height of 73 cm,
width of 38-42 cm and depth of 34 cm
dates back to the end of 1st century
A.D. The translation of the epigraph
mentioning Prognostication Clerk
Gauros is as follows:

“Thanks to my devotedness, services
and prayers to the deities and prophets,
|, Gauros was granted the honour

of heralding the victory of Caesar
(Octavian or Augustus). | was proud of
offering the gifts unsparingly from the
beginning to the end. Gauros Toreanos,
the son of Asklepiades (Torean?), had
this statue (probably the statue of
Octavian) with the money paid from his
own pocket.”

The name of Gauros mentioned on
the epigraph is known to be common
only at the northern west Anatolia.
Besides, it is also mentioned on the
epigraph that Gauros was the citizen
of a province called Torea or Toria.
The whereabouts of this province
mentioned also on the scriptures no.
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31,37 ve 71 numarl yazitlarda
da deginilen bu kentin yerinin
nerede oldugu giiniimiizde hala
bilinmemektedir.

SAVASI KIMIN KAZANACAGINI
BILMi$, ROMA IMPARATORLUGU
KURULMUS...
Yazitin tercimesinden anlagildigi
kadar! ile Tazlak Tepe'deki kehanet
merkezi antik cagda gok &nemli bir
konuma sahiptir. Bu yazita gbre,
Roma devletinin imparatorluk
olmasinin éniinii agan Actium Deniz
Savagininin Octavian'in zaferi ile
bitecegi, savastan énce buradaki
kahin olarak gérev yapan Gauros
tarafindan tahmin edilmigtir. Octavian
ile Marcus Antonius arasinda MO
31 yilinda meydana gelen bu deniz
savaginda, Octavian Ptolemaioslar’in
son hanedani olan V. Kleopatra'nin
da desteginin alan Marcus Antonius'u
maglup ederek Augustus adini almig
ve Roma imparatorlugunu kurmugtur.
Roma imparatorlugunun kurulusu
acisindan gok dnemli olan bir zaferin
savastan dnce tahmin edilebilmis
olmast Tazlak Tepe'de bulunan
kehanet merkezinin tiniine Un katmig
olmahdir.

Yine terctime edilen yazitlardan,

antik cagda Olympos’un tapinak
territoryumu seklinde, yani Civitas
Olympene olarak yonetilmig oldugunu
géstermektedir. Glinkdi yazitlardan
kehanette gorevli kahinlerin ayni
zamanda eponyme/memurlar olarak
adlandinldig) goriilmektedir. Bu
durumda Tazlak Tepe'de bulunan
Zeus Tapinag rahiplerinin, aynt
zamanda Uludag Bélgesinin
yéneticileri arasinda bulundugunu da
8ne stirmek mamkindir.

Yazit tahlillerinden anlagildigi

kadari ile Tazlak Tepe Uzerinde her
haliikarda bir kehanet merkezi ve bir
odeon da bulundugu bir kutsal alan
yer almaktadir. Bu kutsal alaninin
bliytk dlgekli bir yerlesime ait olup
olmadigr simdilik agik kalmaktadir.
Gevrede yaptigimiz incelemelerde
béylesine biiyik bir kentin kalintifanni
rastlayamadik. Su ana kadar ki

1,3,4,6,13,18,27,30,31,37 and 71
at the book of E. Schwertheim are still
unknown today.

HE FORESAW WHO WOULD WIN
THE BATTLE

As far as it is understood from the
translation of the epigraph, the centre
of prognostication located at Tazlak
Hill is of great importance during
the antique age. According to this
epigraph, the fact that Actium Sea
Battle paved the way for the State of
Rome to become an emperorship
would end with the victory of Octavian
was foreseen by Gauros, performing
the duty of oracle here, prior to the
battle. Octavian defeated the Marcus
Antonius who received support from
Cleopatra the 7th, last dynasty of
Ptolemaioses, and received the name
of Augustus and established the
Roman Empire at this sea battle which
took place between Octavian and
Marcus Antonius in 31 A.D. The fact
that a victory of great importance in
respect to the establishment of Roman
Empire was foreseen prior to the battle
must have enhanced the fame of the
centre of prognostication located on
Tazlak Hill.

The translated epigraphs also indicate
the fact that Olympos used to be ruled
as a temple territorium, which means as
Civitas Olympene at the antique age.
Because, it is seen that the assigned
oracles were called eponyme/officials
at the same time. In this case, itis also
possible to suggest that the Zeus
Temple clerks on Tazlak Hill are also
among the rulers of Uludag Region.

As far as it is understood from the
epigraph analyses, a sacred site
including a centre of prognostication
and an odeon is located on Tazlak Hill
in any case. Whether this sacred site
belongs to a large scaled settlement
or not currently remains unknown. We
could not find the remains of such a
large city during our examinations we
conducted at the vicinity. According to
our knowledge so far, the closest large
city is Hadrianoi located in Orhaneli
district.
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bilgilerimize gdre en yakin biyiik
kent Orhaneli ilgesinde yer alan
Hadrianoi'dir.

Her ne kadar yakin cevrede biyiik
kent bulamasak da, gok sayida mezar
ve mezar yazitlan bu yérede biyik
bir yerlesimin varhigini destekleyen
ipuclari vermektedirler. Bu mezaralara
en glizel 6rnek Mentese'de yer alan
nekropol sahasidir.

Tazlak Tepe Uizerinde yer alan
tapinagin mermerden yapildigi ve

ne kadar anitsal oldugunu basta
Belendren ve Akgapinar olmak tizere
cevre kdylere dagilmig olan mimari
malzemeler ¢ok agik bir sekilde
géstermektedirler (Resim 5-6).
Ozellikle Korinth diizeninde iglenmis
olan sitiin bashg: kayda degerdir
(Resim 7). S6z konusu mimari
parcalara gore Tazlak Tepe Uzerindeki
bulunan tapinagin Erken Roma
imapartorlugu déneminde, diger bir
ifade ile MS 1. yiizyilda, insa edildigini
ileri siirmek mimkindr.

INANG TURIZMi AGISINDAN COK
ONEMLI...

Son olarak Tazlak Tepe'nin 6nemli
konumundan da bahsetmek istiyoruz.
Tazlak Tepen, Aizonai'yl Hadrianoi
(Orhaneli) iizerinden Miletopolis
(Mustafakemalpasa) veya Kellia (Keles)
Gizerinden Purusa'ya (Bursa) baglayan
vadinin ortasinda yer almaktadir.
Yukarida bahsettigimiz Tazlak Tepe'de
bulunan adak yazitlari cok genis

bir cografyadan gelen ziyaretigilere
isaret etmektedir. Bu durum tepe
lizerinde yer alan Zeus Tapinagi ve
kehanet merkezinin yakin cevredeki
birgok antik kente hizmet vermis
olabilecegini diistindirmektedir.
Yazitlarda 6zellikle degisik kentlerden
buraya gelerek bagista bulunan
kisilerden bahsedilmesi bu olasihig
gliglendirmektedir.

Tazlak Tepe iizerinde ileride yapilacak
bilimsel arkeolojik kazilar bir yandan
Zeus Kersullos Tapinagi'ni agiga
gikartirken, diger yandan Uludag'in
inang turizmi agisindan &nemli ziyaret
yerlerinden birisi olmasinin 6niind
agacaktir.
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Although we could not find a large
city in the close vicinity, numerous
tombs and tomb scriptures give
clues which support the existence of
a large settlement in the region. The
best example to these tombs is the
necropolis located in Mentese.

The fact that the temple located on
Tazlak Hill was built of marble and
how monumental it was is clearly
indicated by the architectural materials
scattered around the neighbouring
villages, particularly Belenéren and
Akgapinar (Images 5-6). In particular,
the capital crafted in Corinthian layout
is remarkable (Image 7). According to
the mentioned architectural pieces, it
is possible to suggest that the temple
on Tazlak Hill was built at Early Roman
Empire period, in other words, on 1st
century A.D.

HOLDS GREAT IMPORTANCE IN
RESPECT TO BELIEF TOURISM...

Finally, we would like to mention also
the significant position of Tazlak Hill.
Tazlak Hill is located at the middle

of the valley which connects Aizonai
to Miletopolis (Mustafakemalpasa)
through Hadranoi (Orhaneli) or to
Purusa (Bursa) through Kellia (Keles).
The above-mentioned devotional
epigraphs are the indicators of
visitors from a very wide geography.
This situation makes one think that
the Zeus Temple and the centre of
prognostication located on the hill
might have offered service to many
antique cities in the close vicinity. The
fact that persons who arrive here from
particularly different cities to make
donations to this place are mentioned
on the epigraphs reinforce this
possibility.

While the scientific archaeological
excavations to be carried out on Tazlak
Hill in the future will reveal the Zeus
Kersullos Temple, these will also pave
the way for Uludag to become one

of the significant places in respect to
belief tourism as well.
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